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Introduction 

 
The Karate Alberta Officials Manual serves as a comprehensive guide for officials overseeing 
Karate Alberta sanctioned events.  This manual outlines the structure, responsibilities, and 
expectations for referees and judges, ensuring a fair and professional competitive environment. 
It provides detailed information on certification pathways, training requirements, rule 
modifications, and officiating procedures, aligning with the World Karate Federation (WKF) 
standards. 
 
Designed to support both aspiring and experienced officials, the manual includes guidelines on 
conduct, tournament responsibilities, and professional development.  By maintaining high 
officiating standards, Karate Alberta aims to foster a safe, fair, and respectful competition 
atmosphere that upholds the integrity of the sport. 
 

1. Officials Committee  
 
The Officials Committee is an Operational Standing Committee of Karate Alberta and is 
responsible for the development and implementation of the Officials Program which includes 
the following responsibilities: 
 

● oversee the training, development, and certification of all Provincial level officials; 

● provide officials to Karate Alberta events; 

o encourage officials to attend Karate Alberta sanctioned tournaments; 

o provide oversight to ensure a high quality of officiating at all levels of 
competition; 

● ensure that all WKF rule updates are tracked and communicated to officials, clubs and 
members; 

● make amendments to provincial rules of competition as required; 

● establish criteria for eligibility to become officials; 

● organize and promote training courses and clinics for officials at all levels of experience;  

o at least 1 training courses per year - one each in Northern, Central and Southern 
Alberta; 

o train officials in requirements of athlete safety and how officiating can influence 
such safety; 

o provide written and practical exams for officials; 
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o encourage officials to continue their education by offering practical officiating 
clinics; 

● Collaborate with the Coaching Committee to encourage officials to attend athlete 
training sessions, providing valuable feedback to athletes and creating training 
opportunities for officials. 

 

Membership 
 
The committee is comprised of one chairperson and four senior officials holding at a minimum a 
national license. 

● The Committee Chair shall be appointed by the Board of Directors. 

● All committee members are to be in good standing with Karate Alberta. 

2. Code of Conduct 
 
The Member Conduct, Discipline, Disputes, and Appeals Policies and Procedures document 
outlines Karate Alberta’s commitment to maintaining integrity, fairness, and respect within the 
organization.  This document establishes clear guidelines for member behavior, delineates 
disciplinary procedures, and provides structured processes for resolving disputes and handling 
appeals.  By adhering to these policies, Karate Alberta aims to foster a positive and ethical 
environment for all participants, ensuring that issues are addressed transparently and equitably.   
A copy of the policy can be found here: 
 

KA-Member_Conduct_Discipline_Dispute_Appeal_Policy_Approved-March-9-2022.pdf 
(karateab.org) 

 
As outlined in Part D of the Policy, officials, like all members of Karate Alberta, must reflect 
Karate Alberta’s values and must adhere to all of its codes of conduct.  In particular officials 
shall: 
 

● understand and accept all language contained in Universal Code of Conduct to Prevent 
and Address Maltreatment in Sport (UCCMS).   A copy of which may be found here: 

https://sirc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/UCCMS-v5.1-FINAL-Eng.pdf 

● conduct matches in a manner that guarantees the safety of participants; 

● treat competitors, coaches, other officials, volunteers and spectators with respect and in 
doing so encourage reciprocal treatment; 

https://karateab.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/KA-Member_Conduct_Discipline_Dispute_Appeal_Policy_Approved-March-9-2022.pdf
https://karateab.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/KA-Member_Conduct_Discipline_Dispute_Appeal_Policy_Approved-March-9-2022.pdf
https://sirc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/UCCMS-v5.1-FINAL-Eng.pdf


 
 

      3 
Karate Alberta – Officials Manual (March 2025) 

 

● conduct all events according to the rules of Karate Alberta, with the integrity of the sport 
and each athlete’s performance in mind;  

● work in cooperation with other officials, assisting less experienced colleagues, and 
refraining from public criticism of other officials;  

● avoid any behaviour that abuses the power imbalance inherent in an official’s position 
to:  

o establish or maintain a sexual relationship with an athlete, or  

o encourage inappropriate physical or emotional intimacy with an athlete, 
regardless of the athlete’s age;  

● never advocate or condone the use of drugs or any other banned performance 
enhancing substance; 

● never provide under-age students, competitors and athletes with alcohol; 

● act professionally and support the actions of Karate Alberta at all times; and 

● take advantage of professional development and educational opportunities to ensure 
that they maintain awareness and understanding of the changes in rules and evolution 
of officiating the sport. 

 

Rights, Complaints, and Appeals 
 
Officials are entitled to respectful and fair treatment throughout their officiating careers.  Negative 
behavior directed at officials during or after events is unacceptable.  Officials or those aspiring to 
officiate who wish to appeal examination outcomes or report negative experiences are encouraged to 
submit their concerns in writing to the Chair of the Officials Committee.  The Committee will review 
all complaints, appeals, and correspondence related to officiating.  When appropriate, the Committee 
will address the complaint directly. All matters will be handled confidentially, and if necessary, 
referred for investigation as outlined in the Member Conduct, Discipline, Disputes, and Appeals Policy. 
 

3. Official’s Certification Requirements 
 

Karate Alberta offers a structured pathway for individuals aspiring to become officials.  Officials begin 
their journey as Provincial judges, advancing to referees, and finally to National and International 
Certifications.  The following are the prerequisites required for each level.  
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Provincial Judge 

● Minimum age:  14 

● Minimum rank:  1st kyu, or three years continued karate practice 

● Attendance at and successful passing of a Provincial Training Course 

● Recommend participation in at least one practical clinic and one Karate Alberta sanctioned 
event within one year.  

 

Provincial Referee 

● Provincial Judge A License 

● Minimum age:  18 

● Minimum rank:  Shodan, or three years continued karate practice 

● Attendance at and successful passing of a Provincial Training Course 

● Recommend participation in at least one practical clinic and one Karate Alberta sanctioned 
event within one year.  

 

Candidates for National Certification 
 
The Karate Canada Referee Commission oversees the training, evaluation and certification of all 
officials at the national level. The Commission sets standards for Karate Canada officiating and 
supports provincial officials’ development.  All active and provincially qualified referees who meet the 
criteria below are eligible to be recommended to Karate Canada to challenge for National level 
certification. 

● Minimum age:  18 

● Minimum rank: Shodan 

● Provincial Referee A License 

● Active Referee for the previous two years 

● Attended at least two Karate Alberta events during the previous year. 

● Attended at least one Karate Alberta Training Courses or Practical Clinics during the 
previous year. 

 

Maintenance of Qualifications 
 

To maintain their qualifications Provincial officials are required to do the following: 



 
 

      5 
Karate Alberta – Officials Manual (March 2025) 

 

● Attend at least one practical clinic or training course per year and write the kata and 
kumite examinations once every 3 years. 

● Officiate in at least two Karate Alberta tournaments per year (Karate Alberta Provincial 
Championships, Alberta Team Selection, Alberta Winter Games, Karate Alberta Open 
tournament). 

● Any certified Referee or Judge who has not functioned as such for the past two years must 
take a refresher theory course and pass the kata and kumite exams to the appropriate test 
score. 

4. Officials Training Course 
 

At least three courses per year will be presented in the Northern, Central, and Southern regions of 
the province for candidates aspiring to obtain certification as provincial referees and judges. 
 
 
Officials training at all levels comprises three components: 

1. Classroom Theory Presentation; 

2. Practical Practice including roleplay, and; 

3. Examinations including both theory testing and practical assessment. 

 

Preparation 
 
Prior to attending the course, candidates are strongly encouraged to download and thoroughly 
review the World Karate Federation (WKF) Competition Rules and examination questions. The theory 
exam will be based entirely on these materials.  
 
The Kumite, Kata, and Para-Karate Competition Rules may be downloaded here:  

https://www.wkf.net/structure-statutes-rules  

 
The Examination questions may be downloaded here: 

https://www.wkf.net/structure-judges-referees  

 

https://www.wkf.net/structure-statutes-rules
https://www.wkf.net/structure-judges-referees
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Attire 
 
The Theory portion of the Provincial Officials Course may be attended in casual sport clothing unless 
otherwise specified by the Course Conductor. 
 

Training Process 
 

The training process begins with self-study, followed by classroom instruction tailored to participants' 
skill levels and led by qualified instructors approved by the Officials Committee. 

● Classroom theory and practical practice are conducted for the three Kumite, Kata, and 
Para-Karate modalities. 

● Theory examinations are held immediately after the theory portion of the course.  
Candidates must attend the course in order to write the exam. 

● After achieving a satisfactory theory score a candidate may attempt the practical part of 
the examination at Karate Alberta provincial tournament or sanctioned event. 

● Karate Alberta will make every effort to schedule Officials’ Courses in conjunction with a 
sanctioned tournament. 

 

Theory  
 
The theory portion of the course consists of classroom instruction of the WKF rules as well as the 
techniques and nuances of officiating.  Topics include: 

● attire and protective equipment; 

● competition formats; 

● evaluation and scoring; 

● fouls, disqualifications, warnings, and penalties; 

● prohibited behavior; 

● criteria for decision; 

● video review; 

● duties of officials; 

● Q and A and examination questions review. 

 
Emphasis will be placed on areas of importance and frequent misunderstanding such as kata judging 
guidelines and points deduction, the 10-second rule, excessive contact and mubobi, etc.  Not all 
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articles in the rules will be covered in the course.  Nevertheless, it is still the responsibility of 
candidates to know and understand all the rules as questions will appear on the exam.  
 

Practical  
 
The practical portion of the course will review the following: 

● match procedures; 

● terminology; 

● gestures and flag signals; 

● judging of kata videos; 

● simulated kumite matches. 

 

Theory Examinations 
 
The theory examination is made up of two time-limited online tests administered at the end of the 
theory and practical portions of the course.  One test will cover kumite and the other kata and para-
kata.  Questions are drawn randomly from the WKF examination questions. 
 

Test  Questions Time Limit 

Kumite 50 30 minutes 

Kata and Para-Karate 50 30 minutes  

 
 

Minimum Performance Standards for Practical Assessment 
 
Candidates will function at the targeted level and will be assessed by two examiners at the 
appropriate level. They will be evaluated according to several criteria on a form stating that the 
candidate does not meet, meets or exceeds expectations with respect to various subjective qualities, 
for example, innate and cognitive reaction timing, ability to make reasonable decisions, 
communication with other officials during the match, appearance, posture, match control, 
positioning etc. 
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Minimum Test Scores – Kumite 
 

Qualification  Theory Score  Practical Assessment  

Provincial Referee A ≥ 90% Meets or Exceeds 

Provincial Referee B ≥ 90% Meets or Exceeds 

Judge A ≥ 85% Meets or Exceeds 

Judge B ≥ 85% Meets or Exceeds 

Judge C ≥ 75% Meets or Exceeds 

 
 

Minimum Test Scores – Kata 
 

Qualification  Theory Score  Practical Assessment  

Judge A  ≥ 90% Meets or Exceeds 

Judge B  ≥ 85% Meets or Exceeds 

Judge C ≥ 75% Meets or Exceeds 

 
The Officials Committee may require Referee candidates to perform one or two kata as part of the 
practical test. The Committee may require performance in more than one style.  Candidates would 
only be expected to perform kata simply to demonstrate understanding of the principles within the 
perspective of judging.  The Officials Committee also reserves the right to create additional methods 
of evaluation used by Karate Canada, such as evaluation of kata officials through video replay of kata 
performances. 
 
 

Fees 
 

Item Fee*1 

Course $0 - KA members 
$50 (includes GST) - non members 

Examination $0 - KA members 
$50 (includes GST) - non members 

*1 Testing fees will be waived for a second attempt at achieving minimum standards (only clinic fee will apply). 



 
 

      9 
Karate Alberta – Officials Manual (March 2025) 

 

 

 Recordkeeping  
 
The Officials Committee is responsible for maintaining accurate records of officials' attendance at 
clinics and events. The Committee will update this database regularly to ensure accurate tracking of 
each official's participation and involvement. 

5. Additional Training Opportunities 
 

Karate Alberta emphasizes the importance of officials independently engaging in continuous learning 
to enhance their proficiency.  Officials are encouraged to practice their skills, study kata from various 
styles, collaborate with coaches and athletes, and stay updated on rule changes.  By proactively 
seeking out educational opportunities and dedicating time to self-improvement, officials can 
significantly contribute to the integrity and excellence of competitions. 
 
The following resources and activities are available to enhance kata and kumite officiating skills. 
 

Kata 
● Clinics:  Karate Alberta periodically organizes kata clinics led by knowledgeable instructors.  

● Online Resources:  The World Karate Federation's (WKF) official YouTube channel offers a 
multitude of high-level kata performances.  Regularly watching these videos can aid in refining 
judging skills and understanding of various kata forms.  

● Cross-Training:  Visiting other dojos provides an opportunity to learn kata from other styles, 
broadening one’s perspective and enhancing versatility as an official. 

● Peer Collaboration:  Sharing insights from your style with fellow officials fosters mutual 
learning and a deeper appreciation of diverse techniques. 

● Team Training Sessions:  Participating in Karate Alberta's team training sessions allows 
officials to observe athletes' kata performances, provide constructive feedback, and engage in 
discussions with coaches about various aspects of the performed kata.  

● Officiating Experience: Regularly officiating at local tournaments helps maintain and sharpen 
judging skills, ensuring officials remain adept at evaluating performances. 
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Kumite 
● Clinics:  Karate Alberta periodically organizes kumite clinics led by knowledgeable instructors.  

● Officiating Experience:  Actively officiate at Karate Alberta Member Club tournaments to gain 
practical experience and stay current with the dynamics of live matches. 

● Team Training Events:  Attending team training events provides a platform to observe 
athletes, provide feedback on the effectiveness of techniques, and interact with coaches.  

● Online Resources:  Utilize online resources to view matches, focusing not only on identifying 
valid points but also on observing how referees effectively manage bouts.  The WKF YouTube 
channel is a valuable resource for this purpose.  

● Dojo Practice: Regularly practicing refereeing within the dojo allows for a controlled 
environment to hone skills, receive feedback.  

 

6. Referees and Judge Responsibilities at Tournaments 
 
Below are the qualifications required to officiate at Karate Alberta sanctioned events.  Status as a 
National Referee or Judge supersedes that of a Provincial Referee or Judge. 
 

Qualification 
Referee Elite 
Categories 

Referee Non-Elite 
Categories 

Judge Elite 
Categories 

Judge Non-Elite 
Categories 

Provincial  
Referee A 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Provincial  
Referee B 

*1 Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Provincial 
Judge A 

 *1 Yes  Yes Yes 

Provincial 
Judge B 

  *2 Yes Yes 

Provincial 
Judge C 

   *2 Yes 

*1  To referee must be supervised by a Referee A or higher 

*2  To judge must be supervised by a Judge A or higher 
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Officials may compete and function as officials at Karate Alberta sanctioned tournaments.  Members 
of the Officials Committee may not compete in sanctioned events where their key function is 
mentoring, assessing and qualifying officials, but may compete in sanctioned events where 
evaluations are not in progress. 
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Appendix A: Functional Responsibilities and Minimum Qualifications 
 

Course Conductor 
 

● Member of the Karate Alberta OC 

● Provincial Referee A or higher 

● 23 years of age minimum 

● At least four years of officiating experience at Provincial level 

● Administers Officials Development Programs 

● Deliver all theory and practical components of training to provincial kata judge and kumite 
referee certification. 

● Ensure attendance of at least 10 participants in courses.  

● Conduct at least one course per year in their year per region. 

● Supply necessary materials for clinics. 

● Must attend at least one advanced course with a National/International Referee per year. 

 

Assistant Course Conductor 
 

● Confirm venue for clinics. 

● Arrange appropriate materials at the venue for the clinic such as defined by the Course 
Conductor (CC). 

● Demonstrate practical gestures, technical kumite and kata points as required by the CC. 

● Answer questions regarding tournament rules and implementation. 

● Provincial Kumite Referees and Provincial Kata Judges may assist with clinics addressing 
kumite and kata, respectively. 

 

Chief Tournament Official 
 

● Prior to tournament, contact all KA Officials and determine who will be in attendance. 

● Coordinate with tournament committee to determine rule variations to be published in 
the tournament package. 
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● Ensure the correct preparation for each given tournament in consultation with the 
Organizing Committee, with regard to competition area arrangement, the provision and 
deployment of all equipment and necessary facilities, match operation and supervision, 
safety precautions, etc. 

● Determine appeals panel if required. 

● Appoint and deploy the Tatami Managers to their respective areas and to act upon and 
take such action as may be required by the reports of the Tatami Managers. 

● Conduct briefing on the morning of the tournament. 

● Supervise and coordinate the overall performance of officials, including coordinating 
evaluations of officials who are being tested. 

● Nominate substitute officials where such are required. 

● Pass the final Judgement on matters of a technical nature which may arise during a given 
match and for which there are no stipulations in the rules. 

● Coordinate lunch breaks. 

● Coordinate with the tournament director to help facilitate smooth running of the 
tournament. 

● End-of-day officials de-briefing. 

● Remind and coordinate application for honoraria. 

 

Tatami Manager 
 

● When a sufficient number of officials exist Tatami Managers will be appointed by the Chief 
Tournament Official.  Priority will be given to appointing Match Supervisors. 

● Provincial Referee or above 

● Delegate, appoint, and supervise the Referees and Judges, for all matches in areas under 
their control. 

● Oversee the performance of the Referees and Judges in their areas, and to ensure that the 
Officials appointed are capable of the tasks allotted them. 

● Supervise that the Match Supervisor halts the match to instruct the Referee regarding a 
contravention of the rules. 

Match Supervisor (Kansa) 
 

● When a sufficient number of officials exist Match Supervisors will be appointed by the 
Chief Tournament Official or Tatami Manager should one exist. 
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● Provincial Referee or above 

● Will assist the Tatami Manager by overseeing the match in progress. Should decisions of the 
Referee and/or Judges, not be in accordance with the rules the Match Supervisor will 
immediately signal to the referee. 

● Before the start of a match ensure that competitors’ equipment and gi are in accordance with 
the rules 

 

Provincial Referee 
 
● Referee and judge according to Section 6 

● Mentor candidates, regional and provincial. 

● Work towards achieving National qualifications 

● Assist Course Conductors 

 

Provincial Judge 
 
● Judge according to Section 6 

● Work towards achieving Referee qualifications 
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Appendix B: Provisions for Licensed Officials from Other Jurisdictions 
 

WKF, Continental, Foreign National, and Canadian National 
 
WKF, Continental, or Foreign National Referees or Judges who reside in Alberta and who have current 
licenses shall be automatically recognized and accepted as having a qualification that supercedes any 
Karate Alberta qualification.  Such individuals will be permitted to officiate as a Referee or Judge 
after:  

● showing proof of Canadian citizenship, immigrant status, or demonstrate intent to establish 
permanent residence in Canada; 

● registering as member in good standing through a Karate Alberta Member Club; 

● providing a valid and current WKF passport or other certificate of qualification for scrutiny by 
the Officials Committee. 

 
The Officials Committee will be responsible for ensuring that the practical performance of such 
individuals at sanctioned events meets Karate Alberta’s standards. 
 

Provincial/Territorial 
 
Referees and Judges who reside in Alberta with a qualification from another province or territory 
shall:  

● produce proof of such qualification; 

● undergo a practical evaluation to determine if their officiating meets Karate Alberta 
standards; 

● commit to attending, at their own expense, an Officials Training Course within one year and to 
pass both Theory and Practical examinations at the level indicated in their submitted proof; 

 
Such persons that do not meet Karate Alberta officiating standards may be awarded an entry-level 
officiating license, considering their eligibility criteria and test performance outcomes, and may 
officiate only at that grade. If such persons meet Karate Alberta officiating standards, then they will 
automatically receive a license equivalent to that achieved in their original Province or Territory. 
 

Temporary Visitors to Alberta 
 
Temporary visitors with no residency status in Canada may not officiate at Karate Alberta events 
regardless of qualification. 
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Canadian National Referees or Judges who reside in Canada, have current licenses, and are members 
in good standing of Karate Canada shall be automatically recognized and accepted as having a 
qualification that supercedes any Karate Alberta qualification.  Such individuals will be permitted to 
officiate as a Referee or Judge after:  

● showing proof of registration in good standing of a Karate Canada Provincial/Territorial Sport 
Organization (PTSO); 

● providing a valid and current WKF passport or other certificate of qualification for scrutiny by 
the Officials Committee. 

 
The Officials Committee will be responsible for ensuring that the practical performance of such 
individuals at sanctioned events meets Karate Alberta’s standards. 
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Appendix C: Honoraria and Expenses 
 

Honoraria and expenses are provided to officials in good standing as determined by the Karate 
Alberta Board of Directors and subject to periodic amendments.  
 

Eligibility  
 
To be eligible for honoraria and expenses, qualified officials must officiate throughout an entire 
Karate Alberta event.  Participation as a competitor is allowed, however those days not officiating will 
not be eligible to receive honoraria or expenses. 
 
To receive honoraria and/or expenses, officials must hold a Provincial Judge A license or higher and 
be in good standing with Karate Alberta. 
 
Course Conductors are eligible for honoraria and expenses, payable on the same schedule as a one-
day officiating assignment. 
 
Further details are available in the Karate Alberta Financial Policy.  Current eligibility requirements, 
honoraria, and expense reimbursement details can be found in the Schedule of Expense 
Reimbursement and Honoraria.  Copies of these policies can be found here: 
 

https://karateab.org/governance/ 

 

https://karateab.org/governance/

